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THE PARISH CHURCHES  
OF  

ST. GEORGE, BREDE and ST. MARY, UDIMORE 
  

  
Worship in our Parish Churches centres on the Holy Eucharist at which members 
meet together to offer themselves to God, and draw strength for their daily lives. 

  
Our churches are open for prayer during the day. 

 

WEEKDAY HOLY COMMUNION AT BREDE      
Wednesday 10.30am 

  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

BREDE 
Family Eucharist at 9.30am every Sunday 

 

UDIMORE 
Parish Eucharist at 11:15: -  1st, 3rd & 4th  Sunday 

Family Service at 11:15 -  2nd Sunday, 
Holy Communion at 8.00am - 2nd & 5th Sunday  

.. 
 

MESSY CHURCH 
First Tuesday of the Month - 4.00pm in the Hall at Udimore.  

  
For those who are sick, housebound or aged, it is a privilege to bring the Blessed 

Sacrament to their home at any time – day or night. 
  
  

Those seeking Baptism, First Communion or Confirmation for themselves or their 
children, Marriage, the Laying on of Hands, Anointing in times of sickness, or 

Funerals should contact  
the Rector directly 

 ~~~~~~~~ 

To subscribe to the parish magazine please contact :-  
Sue Rowan - sue_rowan@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.diochi.org.uk/images/Resources/Graphics/coeright.jpg
mailto:lesley.udimore@gmail.com
https://www.stgeorgesbrede.org.uk/
https://www.stmarysudimore.org/
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From The Rectors Pen              December  2022               
Dear Friends,  

Another year draws to its close & once again we enter that period of feverish 
excitement as we await the arrival of what will be for many ‘the most wonderful time 
of the year’. I can well remember the joyful experience of being a child & getting up 
early every morning to eagerly break open a window on the Advent Calendar to get at 
the little treat inside. I remember well the feelings of anxious anticipation as each new 
opened window signalled the approach of Christmas Day & the promise of wondrous 
gifts, left by that jolly old elf St. Nick, all carefully wrapped in tissue-paper.  
 

It is for good reason that the thing we most frequently associate with Advent is its 
calendar. Advent is all about waiting & for lots of us, that sense of expectation will be 
for the happy things that Christmas Day brings: presents under the tree, gloriously 
indulgent Christmas lunches & long naps in the afternoon. All of these things are 
great, but we should remember, in the middle of the mince pies & the mistletoe, the 
real reason for our breathless anticipation of this festive celebration: the birth of Jesus 
Christ our saviour.  
 

Some, of course, may choose to observe an entirely Christ-less Christmas, preferring 
to be untroubled by the purpose & message of the season. Others may reckon the 
Christmas stories a bit old hat, or too fantastical to believe. And yet, in a way, being 
invited to wonder & believe in the impossible is part of what makes the magic of 
Christmas-time so special for so many. It’s the astounding, breath-taking possibility 
that yes, it just might all be true. This is the reflection that is at the heart of John 
Betjeman’s wonderful poem, simply called Christmas & it is the reflection upon which 
I invite you all to ponder in the days ahead. 

I wish you all from the bottom of my heart a Holy Advent, 
and a Merry Christmas.  
 

God bless you. 
Father Owen 

And is it true, 
This most tremendous tale of all, 
Seen in a stained-glass window's hue, 
A Baby in an ox's stall? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 
Become a Child on earth for me? 
 

And is it true? For if it is, 
No loving fingers tying strings 
Around those tissued fripperies, 
 

The sweet and silly Christmas things, 
Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tie so kindly mean 

 

No love that in a family dwells, 
No carolling in frosty air, 
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
Can with this single Truth compare - 
That God was man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and Wine. 
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St George’s Brede 
 

Sun  4th:     9.30am   Sung Eucharist   
Wed 7th:    10.30am     Eucharist   
Sun  11th:    9.30am  Sung Eucharist     
Wed 14th:  10.30am    Eucharist   
Sun  18th:   9.30am   Sung Eucharist 
Wed 21st:  10.30am    Eucharist      
Sat   24th:    3.00pm  Christingle Service 
         (St George’s Brede) 

       11.00pm Midnight Mass 
Sun 25th:    9.30am   Sung Eucharist 
Wed 28th:  10.30am   Eucharist 
      

St Mary’s Udimore 
 

Sun 4th:     11.15am  Holy Eucharist  
Sun 11th:     8.00am  Holy Communion 
      11.15am  Family Service 
Sun 18th:   11.15am  Holy Eucharist  
        3.00pm  Carol Service 
Sat   24th:    3.00pm  Christingle Service 
         (St George’s Brede) 

         9.00pm  Midnight Mass  
Sun 25th:   11.15am  Christmas Day 
         Service  
 

Parish Services for November 

Sunday 4th - Second Sunday of Advent 
First Reading: Isa. 11, 1-10 
Psalm:  72, 1-7,18-19 
Second Reading: Rom,15, 4-13 
Gospel: Matt. 10,13-16   

 

Sunday 11th - Third Sunday of Advent 
First Reading: Isa. 35, 1-10 
Psalm: 146,4-10 
Second Reading: Jas 5,, 7-10 
Gospel:  11,2-11 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 18th - Fourth Sunday of Advent  
First Reading; Isa  40, 1-9 
Psalm: 145, 17-end 
Second Reading: Phil, 4, 4-7 
Gospel: John 1, 19-28 
 

Sunday 25th - Christmas Day 
First Reading: Isa  9, 2-7 
Psalm  96 
Second Reading: Titus, 2,11-14 
Gospel: Luke 2, 1-14 (15-20) 

 

  Table of Readings for December 

  

The Benefice Service    
Sunday 29th January, 10.00am  

at  
St Peter and St Paul’s Peasmarsh  
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T: 01797 252162 

 

The GO TO Destination for  
House & Garden  

and all your DIY needs 
 

Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri:  8.00 - 4.00pm 
Saturday:  9.00 - 4.00pm 

 

Main Street, 
Northiam, TN31 6NB 

 

    We’ re on  so give us a call  



 

 

26 

 
 

 
 
 

Need help with catering? 

Look no further than your local     
private chef  & caterer. 

 

Beautiful hand-made food,  
bespoke menus &  

Exceptional service. 

Dinner parties, canapés,  
a special occasion buffet,  

or family meal,  
 

I would love to cook for you.! 
View sample menus on                  

www.glorious-food.co.uk 
 

Call me on T: 07590 621015 or   

Kim Smith 
Registered  

Childminder 
 

Do you need childcare-full time, 
part time or just for school     holi-
days? Please contact me for fur-

ther information.  
I’m an Ofsted  

Registered Childminder in Broad 
Oak Village  

            ~~ 
Ofsted graded 
‘Outstanding’   
2007, 2010, 
2016 &2020 

  

For high quality reliable and  
affordable childcare  

call Kim Smith 
01424 883427/M: 07903701066 

 

 
 
 

Brede Farmers’ Market 

Every Friday 10 ‘till 12.00  
 

Come & support your local  

fisherman, food producers & crafters  
 

Why not enjoy tea/coffee & fresh cake whilst there! 

 

Free parking available 

Email:  farmersmarket@bredevillagehall.org,uk 

 

                                                                                                                                      

 

3 

mailto:farmersmarket@bredevillagehall.org,uk
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    Around the Benefice 
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Will Kynvin - T: 07786 326 854 
 

Grass Cutting 
Hedge Trimming 

Pruning 
Strimming 
Clearance 

 

Bowstone Cottage 
St Mary’s Close 

Brede, TN31 6HD 
 

Please call for a quote 

 

HOMELAND 
SOLUTIONS 

 

 

Property & Garden  
Services 

 

Local Friendly Service 
 

James & Tom’s service 
includes interior & Exterior 
painting, tiling, landscape 

gardening, garden 
maintenance, pressure 

washing, minor electrical 
installations, repairs  

& much more 
 

T: 07305060983 
 

homelandsolutions.info@gmail.co

 

Pest Control 
 
 

Moles, Rats, Wasps 
Rabbits, Mice 
Birds & more 

 
 

Call Jordan 
 

T : 07814 023641 
jordanspestcotrol@hotmail.com 

 
 

I am also available for lawn  
mowing and hedge cutting 

services 

 

          Cutting Edge Services 

  Landscaping  
               &  

      Ground Maintenance 
 

Regular services or one off jobs  
undertaken 

Mowing, hedges, land clearances  
to decking, concrete bases,  

patios, etc.  
Friendly, timely, professional  

service 
 

Call or email Nick 
Tel: 07444289147 

 

Email:  
CuttingEdgeServicesUK@Gmail.com 

mailto:jordanspestcontrol@hotmail.com
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CHRIS SANDS 

FOR 

CARPET, 
UPHOLSTERY 

& 

ANTIQUE RUG  
CLEANING 

 

Broad Oak Brede      
01424 882907 

 
GRL Plumbing  

and Heating 
 

Local friendly heating engineer 
offering all services ranging from a 

dripping tap, boiler servicing, 
breakdown & repairs to full heating 

installations.  Fully qualified & 
experienced in both gas & oil 

boilers. 
 

Competitively priced with free 
quotations. 

 

Please call Gary on  
07769 117486 

CLASSIFIED 

 

‘Do-Anything’ 
Local 

Semi-retired Builder 
 

I do all of those little jobs 
around the house  

and garden that other build-
ers don’t want to bother with; 

at  
prices you can afford.   

No job too small! 
 

Please call John on  
07527 527961  

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Advertising fees for  

October 2022 –  September 2023  
 

Standard Quarter Page advert for a 
full year (12 issues)   

Black and white  - £40  
Colour   - £50  

 
 

For details please contact  
Mrs Sue Rowan  
01424 882681  

 

or write to  
The Treasurer, Brede and Udimore 
Parish Magazine, C/O The Rectory, 
Brede Hill, Brede, Rye, East Sussex, 

TN31 6HG. 
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 Cranbrook Town Band 
Charity Christmas Concert 

 
  Thursday 1st December  
       7.30pm for 7.45pm 

               St George's Church  
               Waterworks Lane  
                Brede TN31 6HG 
 
      Tickets - £10 available on the door  
         Includes  wine & mince pies  
                    Children £1  -  Squash & cake                                   
                     Under 5 years old free 
                             Raffle 
 

Please support this event as all proceeds are in aid of the 
Royal British Legion and Brede Church,  

 
 

St George’s Church, Brede 
 

FESTIVE CHRISTMAS SINGALONG 
…..favourite carols and Christmas songs 

 
led by  

Gary Marriott and Duncan Reid 
 

Saturday 10th December at 7.00pm 
£10 

                                     Cottage pie, mince pies and drinks included 
 

                                  Hamper raffle 
 

Tel. 01424 882544 or 882412 for more information or to book a place  
or just come along on the evening! 



 

 

 

Brede Design with Flowers 
 

In November We were doing rope swags but one member 
decided to do a beautiful pin holder design.  
Wednesday 6th December we will be joining Peasmarsh 
Flower Club for our Christmas social. Members will be doing 
Christmas designs of their choice. We will then have non 
alcoholic punch and many edibles. You may note I will be at 

the both events today. I feel the waist line. expanding before we start. 
Tuesday 10 January at 2pm in the Church Room We shall be doing and all green 
arrangement. 
 

If anyone would like to join please contact either Rhiannon Oliver on 01424 
882037 / email r.oliver641@btinternet.com  
or  Sue Sturmey 01424 882544 / email susan.sturmey@btinternet.com  
 
 

           Rhiannon Oliver 01424 882037  

 6 

BREDE VILLAGE  NEWS  

TREASURER WANTED! St. George’s Church Brede are looking for someone 

to take on the position of Treasurer for the church. Harry Curtis has undertaken 
this role for several years & now wishes to retire. If you are interested in taking 
over from him or would like to know more about what is involved please would 
you contact The Rector, The Rev’d Rd. Owen Edwards, the Churchwardens or 

Harry himself. All contact details are shown in this copy of the Church magazine  

The Revd. Barbara Hobbs  
The Revd. Jim Hobbs would like to sincerely thank all those very kind 
people who sent cards & letters when Babara died. He would also like 
to thank Fr. Owen for a really meaningful funeral service attended by 
so many. 

Barry Hall 
Barry our local plumber, who had a long standing ad in the Magazine sadly passed 
away. He was  such a likeable and popular man and will be missed by many .  
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Classes & Activities - UDIMORE 

 

ST. MARY’S COMMUNITY HALL  
 

Planning an event - Looking for a venue? 
Our Hall nestling next to the Church and set amidst 

orchards, is bright  
and modern with central heating, a large car park, a well fitted kitchen  

and disabled facilities. 

 
 

Monday – Friday    Events 1 to 6 hours duration 
Residents    £10.00 per hour  
Non Residents    £12.00 per hour  

Events on a Friday may have to finish by 14.00pm   
if there is a weekend wedding 

 

Saturday & Sunday 
Residents    £12.00 per hour  
Non Residents    £15.00 per hour  
  
One Day  & Evening Hire  
Sun -  Thurs  08.00 - 23.00 (max15 hrs)          £240.00 
Fri & Sat            08.00 - 23.30 (max 15.5 hrs)    £350.00 
 

Hire charges for some events over 6 hours may be negotiable.  
 

Weddings 
For information and hire charges please contact 
udimorehallweddings@gmail.com 
 
 

For all further details and booking, please contact: 
Email: udimorehallbooking@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

mailto:r.oliver641@btinternet.com
mailto:susan.sturmey@btinternet.com
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ADULT BALLET: Thursday 11.00 -12.00am 

Aysha Jamieson 0788 435 5818 
 

4 CHARITIES-SOUP & SCRABBLE: 1st Friday every month ....12.00 -  2.00pm  

Liz Turgoose 01424 882657 
 

MESSY CHURCH:1st Tuesday every month 4.30 - 5.30pm  

Lesley Curtis: 01424 883246 
 

PILATES:  Monday - Thursday 9.15 - 11.15am (Term time) 
Susan Taber: 07858 518504 susantaber66@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 All classes in term time stop over half term & school holidays 
 
 

Enquires contact Community Hall Booking:  
udimorehallbooking@gmail.com 

Classes & Activities - UDIMORE 

                 Choirs of Angels  
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Brede WI  - December 
 

 Brede WI’s Annual Meeting opened with a 
welcome to visitors and members from our 
President, Beryl Jenkins. Before the formal 
business of the meeting began, we were re-

minded of forthcoming events.  
• Brede WI are hosting the Rother Group WI’s ‘Carols and Readings’  
        at Trinity Methodist Church, Broad Oak, Monday 5th December at 2.00. pm.  
• Christmas Lunch - Flackley Ash Hotel, Peasmarsh, 21st Dec 12.30. pm.  
• Westfield WI are having their Christmas Party on 9th December & two mem-

bers from Brede WI have been invited to join their celebration. 
The election of the Committee and the President then followed. Two members, Ann 
Elam & Jackie Wilkin, are retiring from the Committee this year. Beryl thanked them 
both for their dedicated commitment & service over the past years &  presented them 
each with a gift from us all. 
The Committee was elected en bloc & Beryl Jenkins was elected as our President. 
Following the Annual reports, Beryl was congratulated on becoming our President for 
the coming year & on behalf of Brede members, Fran Parnham presented Beryl with 
a plant & card with our thanks for inspiring and guiding us through a very busy year. 
The birthdays of the month were then acknowledged & members were presented 
with pretty plants & cards with our good wishes. 
A relaxed time followed as we chatted over tea & cake. There was also time to visit 
the Sales Table. An ex member, Sue Skilling, generously offered to donate her hand-
made cards & craft items for sale, with the proceeds going to the MacDonald Ward 
Courtyard Garden Project, at the Conquest Hospital. Also on display to look through, 
were the diary of Brede Meetings 2021/2022 & an album of black & white photos of 
Brede Village events. 
The ACWW Competition Something Red’, attracted a lot of entries & Mary Jo Grif-
fiths was the winner! 
Our Christmas Meeting - Wednesday 14th December,2.00pm,Brede Village Hall. 
We are greatly looking forward to it.  An invitation is extended to family & friends to 
join us to watch our Pantomime &, after the perfor-
mance, enjoy a festive tea. 
 
 

‘ Happy Christmas’ to you all !  from Brede WI  
 

Frances Parnham 
For information about Brede WI please contact   
Beryl Jenkins T: 01424 883475 
 

 

mailto:susantaber66@yahoo.co.uk
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Thank you to the parents who brought their children and 
stayed for the All Hallows fun. It certainly sounded as if it was 
fun and children told me they had a wonderful morning. That was the plan and the 
result of their shield making can be seen  hanging in St George's. 
Our November meeting at the Rectory was busy because we have a number of 
things in the pipe line the first being 'Follow the Star' then our Christmas meeting, 
followed by 'Love is Forever' The latter in February will have wedding dresses 
through the ages with flowers' It should be beautiful. The former is also in Brede 
Church and there is more information in our advert for the event. We then           
discussed our important December meeting, who was bringing what food, readings, 
poetry, etc. we discussed that over a cup of tea.  
 

Wednesday 7th December we will meet at the Rectory at 1.30pm. We may do a 
short play reading, have other readings and poetry; carols and tea. The latter being 
no doubt a sumptuous affair. 
 

Our January meeting will be on Wednesday 4th at 1.30pm, It will be a branch 
meeting and  we will be focusing on Epiphany and the arrival of the kings. They 
gave gifts to a baby Jesus, we give gifts by donations to AFIA (away from it all) our 
caravans at Winchelsea and Selsea need paying for and refurbishment and also 
money helps support those who stay in the vans. and or our Conquest Hospital 
Adult Support (Toiletry bags for patients) Therefore if you attend anything we put 
on, please give generously, as it goes to very good causes 
Rhiannon Oliver - Branch Leader  

BREDE VILLAGE  NEWS  

“Follow The Star “at St George’s Brede  
Saturday 4

th
 December 

Open daily from 4th to 24th of December  
4th December Refreshments, served from 10am – 1pm 
 

For all the family to enjoy the best ever Christmas Story. 
Follow Mary and Josephs footsteps to Jerusalem. Find the 
Shepherds, the Wise Men and the Angels.  
Donations  will  be appreciated.   

                                                                                                                                      

 

BREDE  VILLAGE HALL 
 

Planning an event - Looking for a venue? 
Our Village Hall is a bright, modern building with  

central heating, a large car park, a well fitted kitchen  
and disabled facilities. 

Monday – Friday 

Residents:          8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £9.00 per hour 
Non– Residents        8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £11.00 per hour 
 
Weekends    
Residents:                 8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £11.00 per hour 
Non– Residents:       8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £13.00 per hour 
 
 

Small Committee Room       £6.00 per hour  
 
Special rate for children’s parties  
Tues - Fri  4.00pm - 6.00p.m.   £9.00 per hour 

 

 
Village Hall Booking:  

Lesley Bannister: villagehall.brede@gmail.co. 
 

Vice Chair & hall caretaker Cherry McCleery  
Email vicechair@bredevillagehall.org.uk  

 
Bookings can also be made online  

http://www.brede-pc.org.uk  
 

Go into village hall screen and make provisional booking, this is then        
automatically emailed to me for verification, you can always go back onto 

the site later to see if you provisional booking in grey has changed to green 
which means it is then booked. An Invoice will be then sent to you for     

payment for your booking. Please supply a postal address. 
 

Classes & Activities - BREDE 
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ADULT BALLET: Thursday 11.00 – 12.30 
Aysha: studiojamie@icloud.com 
 

BREDE LUNCHEON CLUB: 4th Tuesday of the month 12.30 
Frances: 01424 882007 
 

CRAFTERS: last Wednesday of the month 2.00 
Lesley: 07764847234 
 

FARMERS MARKET: Friday 10.00 – 12.00 
 

JAZZ DANCE & STRETCH: Thursday 9.45 – 10.45 
Aysha: studiojamie@icloud.com 
 

NATIONAL TRUST: 3rd Thursday of the month 2.00 
Philip: 01424 883420 
 

PAINTING FOR PLEASURE: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Tuesday 9.30 – 12.30 (in the months 
that have 5 Tuesdays there will be an extra class) 
Ann Cootes   01424 882524  
 

PILATES: Every Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 
Geraldine: 07811141873 
 

SHORT MAT BOWLS: Every Friday 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Sue McGavin 01424 883566 / Lynne Bramley 01424 882252 
 

VOCALITY: Every 1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday, 2.00 - 3.30pm (Term  Time) 

Nadia: 01424 8882948 nadia.florence@btinternet.com 
 

WI: 2nd Wednesday of the month 2.00 – 4.00 
Beryl:01424 883475 
 

YOGA: Tuesday 7.30 – 8.30pm 
Jodie: jpcreaser38@gmail.com 
 

YOGA: Wednesday 9.30 – 10.30am 
Jodie: jpcreaser38@gmail.com 
 

 
All classes in term time stop over half term & school holidays 

 

For further information contact: Lesley Bannister: 07764847234 
 

Or Just Turn Up!  
 

 

Classes & Activities - BREDE 
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Brede Luncheon Club 
  

 

We were treated to a very tasty ‘Continental’ meal 
when we met in October; Coq au vin served with 
vegetables and new potatoes and Apfelkuchen with 

cream, for dessert. A huge ‘Thank you’ to Carol Baxter for stepping in 
as our chef and our grateful thanks as well, to Gill Hunter for her assistance in the 
kitchen. Extra help offered in the hall so willingly by other members was also much 
appreciated. 
 

To get us into the Festive Season our Club has a treat in store! Gary Skipsey has 
invited us for a Christmas Lunch at the ‘Red Lion’, on Tuesday 20th December 
at 12.30. pm. Something indeed to look forward to!  
 
 

“Happy Christmas and a Good New Year’ to you all” 
from the Luncheon Club. 

 
 

For Club information please contact: 
Frances Parnham Secretary & Membership: T. 01424 882007 

 

Brede Friendly Circle 
 
 
 

When you read this we will have been on our outing to Polhill. We 
had a good time perusing all the place has to offer, stopping at 
lunchtime for a lovely lunch; and a little more time to go back to that one item that 
must be bought before we boarded the coach back to Broad Oak. 
 

We had an early Christmas on Wednesday 30th November with  Christmas lunch 
at the Broad Oak as members liked the selection on the menu.  A happy occasion 
ending with exchanging Secret Santa gifts and Christmas cards 
 

                   On Wednesday 21st December 10.00-11.45am we are meeting at 2 
Bellhurst Cottages for a Christmas coffee morning..  
      

                  Rhiannon Oliver 

 

      If you’d like to join our group please contact  
      Rhiannon on 01424 882037 or Carol on 01424 882363 

 
 

mailto:studiojamie@icloud.com
mailto:studiojamie@icloud.com
mailto:jpcreaser38@gmail.com
mailto:jpcreaser38@gmail.com
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A REMINDER! 
Udimore 2022 Platinum Jubilee  . 
 

A photobook of all the residents of Udimore 

The Udimore PCC have given me the task of trying to 
create a Unique time capsule of all the residents of 
Udimore as a way of marking the Platinum Jubilee 2022. 

I propose producing a time capsule book of all the residents of Udimore in 2022. 
To do this I would appreciate the community’s cooperation to allow me to come 
and take a picture of each resident outside their properties as a way to mark the 
historic achievement of her Majesty Elizabeth II reining over us all for the past 70 
years                                                                                                    

Nigel Andersen  
Please call me, Nigel Anderson to arrange a convenient time to have your     
picture taken T: 07767 688623 or email: nigelljanderson@gmail.com 
 

 

ST MARY’S UDIMORE NEEDS A NEW CHURCHWARDEN 

The churchwarden is a lay official in a Parish usually working as a 
part-time volunteer. Churchwardens have a duty to represent the 
laity & co-operate with the     incumbent. Churchwardens are legally 
responsible for all the property & movable goods belonging to a   
parish church, as well as organising the services together with a 
team. 
 

If you are interested in the role of Churchwarden at St Mary’s, please contact           
Fr Owen on 01424 822201 or rector@stgeorgesbrede.org.uk 

CHURCH FLOWERS - St Mary’s Church flower arranging team is 
happy to   welcome anyone, experienced or beginner, to join the 
regular church flower  arranging team. For more information please 
contact :Nadia Florence-Marshall on 01424 882948  
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Sedlescombe donation drop-off 
On the first Thursday of every month (between October –             
December) the St Michael’s Hospice Retail on the Road team will be 
at Sedlescombe Village Hall, 10am- 12pm, to receive any donations 
that you would like to drop-off. 
They can accept lots of pre-loved good quality items including clothing, shoes,      
accessories, small items of bric-a-brac and small items of furniture. It’s the perfect 
opportunity to clear some space in your home to prepare for new gifts this Christmas 
 

Lights of Love 
This December St Michael’s Hospice invites you to dedicate a star on a Lights of 
Love tree at one of their celebrations, it’s a truly magical act of remembrance.   
Whether your loved one received care from St Michael’s Hospice or not, all can be 
remembered with Lights of Love. 
This year the Hospice will host the events at eight different locations across Hastings 
and Rother, from Saturday 3rd December – Sunday 11th December, including       
Bodiam, Rye, Hastings, Bexhill on Sea, Battle and St Leonards on Sea. 
Pick up one of our eco-friendly stars from any of the Hospice shops to write a person-
al message using a waterproof pen. You could choose to write the name of a loved 
one, paint pictures or add photographs.  
For more information, or to request a Lights of Love star dedication and leaflet please 
call the Fundraising team ; T 01424456396 or  
Email:  fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com  
 

Christmas on the Coast 
St Michael’s Hospice is returning to the Stade Hall on the Stade Open Space in   
Hastings Old Town for Christmas on the Coast. On Saturday 17th December,      
11am – 4pm, join Santa and his helpers for a day of festive fun for you and all the 
family.  
There will be lots of activities to get involved with including, gingerbread decorating, 
Christmas crafts, writing letters to Santa and a secret present room where children 
can pick a gift for a parent or special adult in their life.  
Christmas on the Coast is free entry (donations welcome) and you can choose what 
activities you would like to take part in without booking in advance. Please arrive   
early to avoid disappointment.  
For more information visit www.stmichaelshospice.com/events 
 

mailto:rector@stgeorgesbrede.org.uk
mailto:fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com
http://www.stmichaelshospice.com
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All are welcome to our events, do come along, we are a friendly group! Walks 

start 10am and are 5 to 6 mls, £3 only. Talks start 2pm at Brede Village Hall. 
Christmas Party & Talk entry including refreshments, £12 each for members & 
guests. Do come along, we are a friendly group! 
 

Tuesday 13th December: Christmas Walk A walk around the Rye area, 

followed by a ‘festive meal’ at the River Haven Hotel, Rye. 
 

Thursday 15th December: ‘The Glory of MGM’s Musicals’ 
By Delia Taylor 

This is not just a Talk – but our Christmas Party as 
well!  Delia Taylor has been a speaker for over 15 
years. In the 1940s and 1950s MGM produced some 
of the greatest film musicals ever seen. The songs 
written for the films became classics and made stars 
of actors and actresses appearing in them. Delia will 

show us clips from some of these great movies and we will learn about the trials 
and tribulations of making these musicals. 
 

Thursday 15th December: Christmas Party 
This follows on from our talk. As usual, tables will be 

decorated with Christmas table-cloths, napkins and 

crackers. This year, food will be on a buffet table, 

and suitable for vegetarians as well as meat eaters: 

a selection of sandwiches,   pastries, cold meats and 

cheese, bowls of salad, bread sticks, crisps & more!  All this is followed by a se-

lection of desserts and mince pies - all washed down with mulled wine & soft 

drinks. Book your ticket now!  
 

If you wish to join our association or just come along or   
email Dee Williams, Membership Secretary; 
 membershipryenationaltrust@gmail.com 

John Wright 
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Friends of St. Mary’s Church Udimore,  
Charity No 292990 

 

Report on the Friends autumn talk on Bees held on 
Saturday 15th October 

 

The chairman of the Hastings and Rother Beekeepers Asso-
ciation Sheila Fellows-Turnbull gave us a most interesting talk about the honey-
bee and the beekeeping year, with slides to illustrate.  This lead to many ques-
tions from the audience some of whom were experienced beekeepers and others 
who wished to be. 

We had a lovely stall run by a beekeeping family with great knowledge, selling all 
manner of home-made beekeeping wares, like beeswax, candles, honey and 
many other delights. 

The afternoon was rounded off with the raffle draw and the scrumptious Friends 
cakes and tea. The event raised just under £250, a successful and convivial au-
tumn afternoon. 

Liz Dean 

 

THE FRIENDS OF ST. MARY’S CHURCH ARE DELIGHTED 
TO ANNOUNCE OUR SPRING TALK 

 

1 0 6 6 
“A New Geography of the Norman Conquest” 

A talk by well-known author, historian and translator 

Kathleen Tyson 
Author of Carmen Widonis 

 

Saturday 11th February 2023 at 2pm 
In Udimore Hall TN31 6BB 

 

Tickets £10 includes tea and scrumptious cakes 
 

Contact Liz Dean 01424 882206 to reserve a ticket 
Priority booking for Friends of St Mary’s from 1st January. 

Non-Friends booking from 15th January. 
Due to the popularity of the author, advance booking advisable 

 
Raising Funds for the roof of St Mary’s Udimore, our lovely Saxon/Norman church. 

Charity Number 292990 

mailto:membershipryenationaltrust@gmail.com
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4Charities 
Operating under the Charitable status of the Church of England 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Friday 2nd December   Christmas Soup & Scrabble  
    12 noon, Udimore Community Hall 
Friday 6th January  Soup & Scrabble  
    12 noon, Udimore Community Hall 
Friday 27th  January  Winter Lunch  
    12 .30pm, Udimore Community Hall 

 

Tickets £5.00 

Soup & bread, a game of scrabble followed by tea & biscuits.  
 

.  If you would like to join this fun lunchtime event or would like transport contact either 

Liz Turgoose on 01424 882657  or Judy Edwards  01424 882222 

 

We are a local group that raises funds for  four overseas charities Every pound raised is dis-
tributed to each of these four charities. £2 can feed a woman in the care of Freedom from 
Fistula for a full day, £10 will provide antibiotics treatment to protect fifty families from river 

blindness and £20 will provide  breakfast for the whole Tanzanear School for the Deaf.    . 
www.4charities.net 
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   A View from Station 71  
   December 
 

   It's been quite the couple of months at station 71, quite the  
   couple of months. We've had courses & qualifications coming 
   out of our ears whether it's attending the new water safety 
course over in Shoreham, 4 days of casualty care and emergency first aid or learning to 
drive the fire engine! 
We've had our fair share of standby’s & fire related incidents but our training & development 
has been front & centre in recent times. We are constantly updating & consolidating out 
learning but sometimes we are required to attend a major new course, a safety critical   
refresher or take the next step in our firefighter careers.  
The best place to start is the, dare I say it, meteoric rise of our very own Gareth Oliver. I'm 
sure I've mentioned in previous dispatches our struggles over the last year or so with num-
bers after a flurry of retirements & relocations. This has led to a real need for our current 
crop of firefighters to step up to the plate & make moves in the direction of becoming an 
officer & with it the ability to take the fire engine out in charge. Well, Gareth has chosen that 
very path & I'm pleased to announce he has, not only, ticked every box & passed every test 
but has defied every expectation with the level of competence he has achieved so that we 
can now call him Crew Commander Oliver. Congratulations Gareth. 
An equally important area where we found ourselves a little under resourced was in the 
driver's seat. We are incredibly close to rectifying this as both myself & firefighter Ryan Ide 
have recently passed our LGV qualification. Ryan was first up & is already well on his way 
to completing the required driving hours before moving on to, what many consider to be, the 
most exciting course on the menu, the EFAD (Emergency Fire Appliance Driving) allowing 
us to travel to incidents 'on blue lights'. I'd like to take this opportunity to congratulate Ryan, 
even more so due to the fact that he passed his test accruing not a single minor fault, the 
first person this year (bearing in mind the year is nearly out) across three counties no less to 
record such a feat!  
With the applause & back patting out the way we can move on to the more operational side 
of the past couple of months. We've seen the annual fireworks celebrations breeze through 
the villages without incident. Our usual role as barrel fillers, grass extinguishers, burger 
eaters & procession followers all went to plan & we were treated to a spectacular bonfire & 
fireworks display at the end. Exceptionally well organised as usual.  
There hasn't been too much in the way of actual flames but we've found ourselves assisting 
our colleagues in the ambulance service on numerous occasions, breaking down the odd 
door, extracting the odd casualty from a tight situation or cutting the odd door off a car to 
allow them to safely work their magic.  
That's all from me this month, don't forget we offer, completely free of 
course, home safety visits where we come to your home & give it a 
thorough assessment, make suggestions on how to improve fire safety 
& even put up smoke alarms where required. Just get in touch with the 
station and we'll arrange a visit.  
 

Until the next time, 71 out.  
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Jim’s Jottings.... 
CAVEAT EMPTOR - A STORY FOR CHRISTMAS 
In those days, a decree was issued by Rishius Sunakus, First Lord of the Treasury at that 
time, that everyone should make their way unto the nearest large town, for to spend all their 
money. Christmas preparations had been going for months & said Sunakus, spending mon-
ey would do no end of good for the economy of the country.   
This was the twenty second thousandth decree of its type; it took place when  Jereminus  
Huntus was Chancellor of the Exchequer.  So for this reason, everyone made their way to 
their nearest large town. 
Joseph came from Fairlight to the Riyorp Centre in Hastings, which being interpreted means 
a commercial centre for commercial stores, each struggling to pay the high rents on their     
premises. So, behold, stores did hang bright lights, stars & decorations in their windows.  So, 
Joseph did come to take part in the spending spree, because he was a Hastonian by de-
scent; & with him came Mary who was betrothed to him.While they were there, her time 
came & she brought forth her purse & her credit cards & she bought many expensive pre-
sents & a packet of tinsel. For she said unto herself, “This is what people expect, innit?”  
Now in this same district, there were other gullible consumers, keeping watch over their tel-
lies by night.  When suddenly on their screens did shine dazzling adverts.  And behold, the    
splendour of flashing lights, tables laden with food & jingles sung by choirs thereof did fill 
their living rooms with radiance. The consumers were terror stricken, but a voice from the 
glowing screen said unto them, “Do not be afraid; I have good news for you.  There is great 
joy for the whole people.  For today in the town of Hastings a reason to spend all your money 
has been born unto you.  And this is your sign.  You will find a packet of tinsel on a cafeteria 
table.”  All at once there was with the seductive sound of a close harmony choir singing a 

refrain of   praises: 
   

Glory to all who make money their reason for living-  
And on earth, peace to those who make a quick profit. 
 

When the singing ended, the consumers said to one another, “Come, let us go straight to the 
Riyorp Centre and see this thing that has come to pass which the telly has made known unto 
us.” 
But the bus service being so lousy, they all come in taxis with all speed & found their way to 
Mary & Joseph, & the tinsel lying on the table. When the consumers saw Mary & Joseph and 
the tinsel lying on the table, they recounted they had seen & heard. And all who hearkened 
were astonished at what they had been told. 
But they with all smugness did now ask of Mary & Joseph, “Wherefore did you do this, & now 
find yourselves flat broke?” And Mary said unto them, “Don’t ask me.  For behold, I’ve forgot-
ten why we did come here in the first place, & what it’s all about.” And she said, “I wish we’d 
never bothered coming.”   
And Mary treasured all these things in her heart but still wonders what is the real meaning of 
Christmas.   
           A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL! 
…       ...and mind where you put the holly..... 
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BATTLE CHORAL SOCIETY 
would like to invite you to our FREE 

 

ADVENT CONCERT OF FESTIVE MUSIC 
Saturday 3rd December, 7.30pm  

at St Mary’s Church, Lower Lake, BATTLE 
 
 
 

Programme to include 
Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols 

Excerpts from Mendelssohn’s Elijah 
Baba Yetu (Swahili Lord’s Prayer) 

in a varied programme of seasonal music 
 

With festive refreshments and a Christmas raffle 
THIS IS A FREE CONCERT! 

 
Collection for the Mayor of Battle’s charity, Hospice at Home, St 

Mary’s Church, and choir funds 
 

 

VINEHALL INTERNATIONAL CLASSICAL  
CONCERT SERIES  

34th SEASON 2022-23 
             

                   

EUROPEAN UNION CHAMBER  
ORCHESTRA  

Sunday 4th December at 3.00 p.m.  
 

CASTALIAN STRING QUARTET and LEON McCAWLEY (Piano)  
Sunday 5th February at 3.00 p.m.  

 
 

        

For details - tickets/mailing  Tel: 01580 883092 or 
email:geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com  

   
  

mailto:geoffreywhitehead@vinehallschool.com
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CHRISTMAS - A PERSONAL VIEW 

Panama, Ancon Hill, 19th  Dec 2017- Looking at the 

peaceful Pacific Ocean from a distance where I’m sitting at my 
desk, I feel the urge to pen some thoughts that  came to me a 
while ago, as I was bowing down at my ritual noon prayers.   

 

I’d been helping our Panamian caretaker Jackie, to put Christmas decorations on the 
staircase. Hammering in nails where she couldn't reach, hanging holly garlands on 
the beams, tying huge colourful socks among other red, gold & silver ornaments. One 
garland was hung on the beam which had a stylized ‘Bismillah’ that my  husband had 
made in glass. Yesterday we’d wrapped Christmas gifts for Jackie & put them under 
the small tree at the corner of the living room. A week ago she had  already decked 
the tree with lights, colorful baubles & trinkets. As the house became more Christ-
massy we too shared her joy  &  excitement.   
 

After we did the staircase, Jackie went to get a Christmas CD & I went up to get 
ready for my prayers.  As I bowed down, a melodious sound came to my ear: the 
clear crystal voice of a young German chorister singing an old Christmas song in 
German, . I read the ‘subhanallah’ – praise to God, thinking how wonderful it was that 
I could comfortably perform my ritual prayers in a house decorated for Christmas & 
how Jackie felt free to celebrate Christmas in her traditional way in a home where the 
masters are Muslim.    
 

I thought of all my Christian friends since I was a little girl: They all mean so much to 
me & to our children.  We celebrate with them their holy days & they spend time with 
us on our festive events. We partake of each other’s special foods, exchange gifts, 
are concerned about each other’s children & families & wish well for each other. Over 
the years we shared our joys & our grief. I fail to understand why politics, greed for 
power, wealth & land, personal ego & most of all, ignorance, declare that we cannot 
all live together in peace & love; that we have to demonstrate we are the best & the 
only true ones. I do not believe this is what God would wish of us.  
 

As a young teenager, I spent many months as a facilitator at my French Catholic 
School’s summer camps. Before & after every meal everybody would stand to sing 
praise, praying for blessings showered upon us, for those who prepared the meal & 
provide bread for those who didn’t have.  I still sing it often whenever I remember. “ 
 

Glory to God for this bread He gives us 
Glory to God for the joy of being united  
Glory to God for the life,  
For the day and the night 
 

For the wind, the sun and the rain.  
Glory to God for this bread He gives u 
Glory to God for the joy of being united.  
 

   ROSEY MA 
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“Les Treize Desserts de Noël” the thirteen       

desserts of Christmas is a tradition from Provence. They 
represent Christ & his 12 apostles at the Last Supper &    
everyone should taste a little of each dish. Served on Christ-
mas Eve after the meal, they remain out for three days until          
December 27th. This allows everyone to nibble on them 
throughout the 3 days! 
There’s always a choice of thirteen desserts & the selection varies from village to 
village . You must always have the first four of these are known as the "four beg-
gars" (les quatre mendiants), representing the four mendicant monastic orders (the 
Dominicans, Franciscans, Augustinians and Carmelites) & a fresh fruit platter; but 
the rest can be a more personal selection.  
 

Raisins (Dominicans) 
Walnuts or hazelnuts (Augustinians) 
Dried figs (Franciscans) 
Almonds (Carmelites) 
 

A  Fresh Fruit Platter 
Apples,Pears, Oranges, Winter melon, Grapes, Tangerines 
 

Then you can chose from::    
Dates, representing the foods of the region where Christ lived  
Two kinds of nougat, symbolizing good and evil 
Black nougat with honey symbolising evil  
White nougat symbolising good 
Dried plums  
Biscotins (biscuits) from Aix; 
Calissons d'Aix, a marzipan-like candy made from almond paste and candied mel-
on. Candied citron 
Casse-dents of Allauch (biscuit) 
Cumin and fennel seed biscuits 
Fried bugnes 
Fruit tourtes 
Oreillettes, light thin waffles 
Pain d'epices 
Fougasse à l'huile d'olive, a sweet cake made with orange flower water and olive oil 
Quince cheese/quince paste (Pâte de coing) 
Yule log 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franciscans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raisin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walnut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazelnut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walnut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dried_fig
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Almond
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pear
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orange_(fruit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_melon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tangerine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apple
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dates_(fruit)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nougat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dried_plums
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calisson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marzipan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calisson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fennel_seed
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumin
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Oreillettes&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quince_cheese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quince
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quince_cheese
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%BBche_de_No%C3%ABl

