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THE PARISH CHURCHES  
OF  

ST. GEORGE, BREDE and ST. MARY, UDIMORE 
  

  
Worship in our Parish Churches centres on the Holy Eucharist at which members 
meet together to offer themselves to God, and draw strength for their daily lives. 

  
Our churches are open for prayer during the day. 

 

WEEKDAY HOLY COMMUNION AT BREDE      
Wednesday 10.30am 

  

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

BREDE 
Family Eucharist at 9.30am every Sunday 

 

UDIMORE 
Parish Eucharist at 11:15: -  1st, 3rd & 4th  Sunday 

Family Service at 11:15 -  2nd Sunday, 
Holy Communion at 8.00am - 2nd & 5th Sunday  

.. 
 

LITTLE GIANTS BABY & TODDLER GROUP  
9.30am , Thursdays in Term Time  

St George’s Brede 
  

For those who are sick, housebound or aged, it is a privilege to bring the Blessed 
Sacrament to their home at any time – day or night. 

  
  

Those seeking Baptism, First Communion or Confirmation for themselves or their 
children, Marriage, the Laying on of Hands, Anointing in times of sickness, or 

Funerals should contact  
the Rector directly 

 ~~~~~~~~ 

To subscribe to the parish magazine please contact :-  
Sue Rowan - sue_rowan@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.diochi.org.uk/images/Resources/Graphics/coeright.jpg
mailto:lesley.udimore@gmail.com
https://www.stgeorgesbrede.org.uk/
https://www.stmarysudimore.org/
mailto:wilmoth@btinternet.com
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From The Rectors Pen               January 2023               
 

Dear Friends,  
To all our readers, may I begin by wishing you all a very Happy New Year!  
After the brief & joyous respite of the Christmas celebration, the demands &  responsibilities 
of secular life returns with crushing familiarity, like the coming in of a great crashing wave. 
The commercial Christmas is already over; the jolly streetlights & the village Christmas trees 
have already been taken down, & the shops are selling off the unsold season’s greetings’ 
cards, tissue-wrapping paper, & Christmas chocolate boxes at a fraction of the original price. 
With all this frantic stripping of anything associated with the festive season going on, it is 
tempting to think that it really is all over for another year. I am here to tell you, good people, 
that this is not the case & that the demise of the Christmas season has been greatly 
exaggerated! So, if you are tempted to put away the Christmas lights for another year, I urge 
you not to do so, because there is plenty of Christmas still to enjoy!  
 

Recently, while having a bit of a clear out of one of our church 
vestries, I made the discovery of a rare treasure, an old, framed 
portion of finely- illuminated text. For centuries, it was the custom to 
read at the end of every mass words taken from the prologue to St. 
John’s gospel. Called the Last Gospel, many churches 
commissioned these special cards for use in the liturgy, so that the 
clergy would not have to commit the entirety of the passage to 
memory.  
‘In the beginning was the Word, an the Word was with God, and the 
Word was with God  & c” 

For a long time, it was popularly believed that these words held 
special power to protect those who uttered them from spiritual 
harm. Whether this is true or not, I cannot say. However, there is 
no doubt that there is something deeply evocative &  moving about this passage. Those who 
attended one of our carol services, or Midnight Mass, will have heard this stirring & spiritually 
profound reflection on the most important truth of the Christmas message: that for love of us, 
God came down from His heavenly throne & was born as one of us, so that we might be 
given the honour of being called His children.  
 

The Good News is that this wonderful truth is not simply around for a season, like the 
commercial Christmas; there but for a fleeting moment, only to vanish as quickly & suddenly 
as it arrived. The mystery of St. John’s gospel & of the Incarnation that it celebrates & 
expounds, is a mystery upon which each of us are challenged to reflect throughout this 
Christmas season & indeed throughout our lives. So, when the time eventually comes for the 
tinsel & the baubles to be packed safely away, remember that the same is not true of the 
Christmas message, which remains alive & real to those who hold it dear. As we head into 
this New Year, I hope all of us will carry this same truth into our daily lives: when we allow 
God’s Word to dwell in our hearts, it really is Christmas every day.   

 

God bless you. 
Father Owen 
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St George’s Brede 
 

Sun  1st:      9.30am   Sung Eucharist   
Wed 4th:    10.30am     Eucharist   
Sun  8th:      9.30am  Sung Eucharist     
Wed 11th:  10.30am    Eucharist   
Sun  15th:    9.30am   Sung Eucharist 
Wed 18th:  10.30am    Eucharist      
Sun  22nd:  9.30am  Sung Eucharist 
Sun 29th:   10.00am  Benefice Service 
                       (Peasmarsh 

St Mary’s Udimore 
 

Sun 1st:     11.15am  Parish Eucharist  
Sun 8th:     8.00am  Holy Communion 
      11.15am  Family Service 
Sun 15th:   11.15am  Parish Eucharist  
Sun 22nd:  11.15am  Parish Eucharist 
Sun 29th:   10.00am  Benefice Service 
                       (Peasmarsh) 
 

Parish Services for January 

Sunday 1st - 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
First Reading: Num. .6.. 22– end 
Psalm:  8 
Second Reading: Gal.4. 4-7 
Gospel: Luke. 2.15-21   

 

Sunday 8th - 1st Sunday of the  
Epiphany 
First Reading: Isa. 42.. 1-9 
Psalm: 29 
Second Reading: Acts 10. 34 - 43 
Gospel:  Matt. 3 .13 – end 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th -  2nd Sunday of the  
Epiphany 
First Reading; Isa . 49 . 1-7 
Psalm: 40. 1-12 
Second Reading: 1 Cor. 1. 1-19 
Gospel: John 1, 29-42 
 

Sunday 22nd - 3rd Sunday of the 
Epiphany 
First Reading: Isa  9, 1- 4 
Psalm  27 1, 4-12 
Second Reading: 1 Cor. 1.10-18 
Gospel: Matt. 4, 12-23 
 

Sunday 29th - 4th Sunday of the  
Epiphany 
First Reading: 1 Kings 17.8 - 16 
Psalm: 36.. 5-10 
Second Reading: Acts 1 Cor.18 - end 
Gospel:  John 2. 1-11 

  Table of Readings for December 

  

The Benefice Service    
Sunday 29th January, 10.00am  

at  
St Peter and St Paul’s Peasmarsh  
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T: 01797 252162 

 

The GO TO Destination for  
House & Garden  

and all your DIY needs 
 

Opening Hours 
Mon - Fri:  8.00 - 4.00pm 
Saturday:  9.00 - 4.00pm 

 

Main Street, 
Northiam, TN31 6NB 

 

    We’ re on  so give us a call  
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Need help with catering? 

Look no further than your local     
private chef  & caterer. 

 

Beautiful hand-made food,  
bespoke menus &  

Exceptional service. 

Dinner parties, canapés,  
a special occasion buffet,  

or family meal,  
 

I would love to cook for you.! 
View sample menus on                  

www.glorious-food.co.uk 
 

Call me on T: 07590 621015 or   

Kim Smith 
Registered  

Childminder 
 

Do you need childcare-full time, 
part time or just for school     holi-
days? Please contact me for fur-

ther information.  
I’m an Ofsted  

Registered Childminder in Broad 
Oak Village  

            ~~ 
Ofsted graded 
‘Outstanding’   
2007, 2010, 
2016 &2020 

  

For high quality reliable and  
affordable childcare  

call Kim Smith 
01424 883427/M: 07903701066 

 

 
 
 
 

Brede Farmers’ Market 
Every Friday 10 ‘till 12.00  

Come & support your local  

fisherman, food  

producers & crafters 
  

Why not enjoy tea/coffee & 

fresh cake whilst there! 
 

Free parking available 
 

Email:   
  farmersmarket@bredevillagehall.org,uk 

            
  
 
 
 
 

       07958 407840 
  Fully Qualified & insured 
 

  Reductions, Dismantling, 
 Deadwooding, Pollarding, 

 Stump grinding,  
Seasoned logs 
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From Anna Edwards, the Rector's wife:  

 
I hope everyone has had a wonderful and warm Christmas, despite England's   rising 
price of gas, and the Canadian-like winter we all experienced in December. As a Ca-
nadian, I have to say, it was cold! Although I am very accustomed to such conditions, 
it still gave me some fright when I realised that we do not have studded tyres here, 
like we do back home. Nor do we have the abundance of heavy  machinery, where 
its sole purpose is to grit the roads 24/7. All-in-all, I have to say it provided such 
beautiful scenery, and made it feel more like Christmas.  
The rectory was full of laughter, love and Christmas spirit, as our two-year-old,     
Henry, is starting to understand Christmas more and more. Our old dog Loki turned 
14 on Christmas day as well, and we hope to have at least another year with him, 
God-willing. Thank you to everyone who has made us feel welcome and warm this 
Christmas. As you all know, both of Owen's parents are gone, and my family is in 
Canada, so at times it can feel like we are bravely facing new territory together! 
There are    exciting things happening within the benefice this year, and I hope you 
all share my excitement in new projects and that scary word - change!  
We are introducing a new baby and toddler group in St. George's in February. The 
excitement and energy in our committee meetings are so encouraging and give me 
so much hope for growth in the church. As ever, I am always eager to welcome new 
members to our benefice choir, which performs at benefice services, the occasional 
evensong and the carol service. Let us all pray together for growth in the church for 
2023.  
For with God, all things are possible (Matthew 19: 16-26). 

             Love, Anna  
 
--  

mailto:farmersmarket@bredevillagehall.org,uk
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    Around the Benefice 
 

LOVE IS FOREVER  
A Display of Wedding dresses through the ages 

 
In St George's Brede 

 
Saturday 11 February - 17 February 10am - 1pm  

 
Or any time you are passing the Church.  

Donations will be grateful excepted. 
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Will Kynvin - T: 07786 326 854 
 

Grass Cutting 
Hedge Trimming 

Pruning 
Strimming 
Clearance 

 

Bowstone Cottage 
St Mary’s Close 

Brede, TN31 6HD 
 

Please call for a quote 

 

HOMELAND 
SOLUTIONS 

 

 

Property & Garden  
Services 

 

Local Friendly Service 
 

James & Tom’s service 
includes interior & Exterior 
painting, tiling, landscape 

gardening, garden 
maintenance, pressure 

washing, minor electrical 
installations, repairs  

& much more 
 

T: 07305060983 
 

homelandsolutions.info@gmail.co

 

Pest Control 
 
 

Moles, Rats, Wasps 
Rabbits, Mice 
Birds & more 

 
 

Call Jordan 
 

T : 07814 023641 
jordanspestcotrol@hotmail.com 

 
 

I am also available for lawn  
mowing and hedge cutting 

services 

 

          Cutting Edge Services 

  Landscaping  
               &  

      Ground Maintenance 
 

Regular services or one off jobs  
undertaken 

Mowing, hedges, land clearances  
to decking, concrete bases,  

patios, etc.  
Friendly, timely, professional  

service 
 

Call or email Nick 
Tel: 07444289147 

 

Email:  
CuttingEdgeServicesUK@Gmail.com 

mailto:jordanspestcontrol@hotmail.com
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CHRIS SANDS 

FOR 

CARPET, 
UPHOLSTERY 

& 

ANTIQUE RUG  
CLEANING 

 

Broad Oak Brede      
01424 882907 

 
GRL Plumbing  

and Heating 
 

Local friendly heating engineer 
offering all services ranging from a 

dripping tap, boiler servicing, 
breakdown & repairs to full heating 

installations.  Fully qualified & 
experienced in both gas & oil 

boilers. 
 

Competitively priced with free 
quotations. 

 

Please call Gary on  
07769 117486 

CLASSIFIED 

 

‘Do-Anything’ 
Local 

Semi-retired Builder 
 

I do all of those little jobs 
around the house  

and garden that other build-
ers don’t want to bother with; 

at  
prices you can afford.   

No job too small! 
 

Please call John on  
07527 527961  

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Advertising fees for  

October 2022 –  September 2023  
 

Standard Quarter Page advert for a 
full year (12 issues)   

Black and white  - £40  
Colour   - £50  

 
 

For details please contact  
Mrs Sue Rowan  
01424 882681  

 

or write to  
The Treasurer, Brede and Udimore 
Parish Magazine, C/O The Rectory, 
Brede Hill, Brede, Rye, East Sussex, 

TN31 6HG. 
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4Charities 
Operating under the Charitable status of the Church of England 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Friday 6th January  Soup & Scrabble  
    12 noon, Udimore Community Hall 
 

Friday 27th  January  Winter Lunch  
    12 .30pm, Udimore Community Hall 
We are hoping to have a presentation from someone from Freedom from Fistula who will be 
talking about the devastating affect this can have when maternity care is limited.  Fortunately 
this is something that we in the UK rarely come across but others overseas are less fortu-
nate.Every pound raised is distributed to the four charities that we support 

Tickets £5.00 

Soup & bread, a game of scrabble followed by tea & biscuits.  
 

.  If you would like to join this fun lunchtime event or would like transport contact either 

Liz Turgoose on 01424 882657  or Judy Edwards  01424 882222 

 
 

INVITE YOU TO BREDE VILLAGE HALL FOR A 

 
 

SATURDAY 28th JANUARY  
7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. start 

 

TWO BOTTLES OF WINE PROVIDED PER TABLE 
BRING YOUR OWN SUPPER, NIBBLES AND TABLEWARE 

£10 per person – Pay on the Night 
Teams of up to 8  

 

PLEASE BOOK YOUR TABLE AND REGISTER YOUR TEAM NAME NO 
LATER THAN 21ST JANUARY  

 

PHONE ROGER BRAMLEY 01424 882252 



 

 

     Brede Design with Flowers 
 

We joined with Peasmarsh a week earlier for our Christmas meeting. After doing the 
designs that were all different we had non alcoholic mulled wine and a selection of 
nibbles bought by all the members.  
 

At our next meeting Tuesday 11th January at 2pm in the Church Room We shall 
be doing an all green arrangement.                           Rhiannon Oliver 01424 
882037  
 

If anyone would like to join please contact either Rhiannon Oliver on 01424 
882037 / email r.oliver641@btinternet.com  
or  Sue Sturmey 01424 882544 / email susan.sturmey@btinternet.com  
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BREDE VILLAGE  NEWS  

TREASURER WANTED! St. George’s Church Brede are looking for someone 

to take on the position of Treasurer for the church. Harry Curtis has undertaken 
this role for several years & now wishes to retire. If you are interested in taking 
over from him or would like to know more about what is involved please would 
you contact The Rector, The Rev’d Rd. Owen Edwards, the Churchwardens or 

Harry himself. All contact details are shown in this copy of the Church magazine  

 

Brede Luncheon Club  

 

At our very well attended Lunch in November, Gary’s ‘  
Roast lamb, roasties & vegetables and a dessert of ‘  
Apple crumble and custard’, was voted, ‘ truly delicious’!  
Thank you Gary. Very many thanks too, for the help members gave on the day, 
both in the kitchen and the Hall,- it was so appreciated. 

From January 2023, the venue for our lunches will be the ‘Red Lion’ in Brede 
and our chef will be Gary Skipsy. We will meet as before on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. 

The first lunch will be: Tuesday 24th January at 12.30. pm. The cost of the 2 
course meal will be £10. 
Please inform me as soon as possible if you are unable to attend the Lunch. 
Frances Parnham.    (Secretary) Tel: 01424 882007 

 

For Club information please contact: 
Frances Parnham Secretary & Membership: T. 01424 882007 
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Classes & Activities - UDIMORE 

 

ST. MARY’S COMMUNITY HALL  
 

Planning an event - Looking for a venue? 
Our Hall nestling next to the Church and set amidst orchards, is bright  
and modern with central heating, a large car park, a well fitted kitchen  

and disabled facilities. 

 
 

Monday – Friday    Events 1 to 6 hours duration 
Residents    £10.00 per hour  
Non Residents    £12.00 per hour  

Events on a Friday may have to finish by 14.00pm   
if there is a weekend wedding 

 

Saturday & Sunday 
Residents    £12.00 per hour  
Non Residents    £15.00 per hour  
  
One Day  & Evening Hire  
Sun -  Thurs  08.00 - 23.00 (max15 hrs)          £240.00 
Fri & Sat            08.00 - 23.30 (max 15.5 hrs)    £350.00 
 

Hire charges for some events over 6 hours may be negotiable.  
 

Weddings 
For information and hire charges please contact 
udimorehallweddings@gmail.com 
 
 

For all further details and booking, please contact: 
Email: udimorehallbooking@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

mailto:r.oliver641@btinternet.com
mailto:susan.sturmey@btinternet.com
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ADULT BALLET: Thursday 11.00 -12.00am 

Aysha Jamieson 0788 435 5818 
 

4 CHARITIES-SOUP & SCRABBLE: 1st Friday every month ....12.00 -  2.00pm  

Liz Turgoose 01424 882657 
 

PILATES:  Monday - Thursday 9.15 - 11.15am (Term time) 
Susan Taber: 07858 518504 susantaber66@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 All classes in term time stop over half term & school holidays 
 
 

Enquires contact Community Hall Booking:  
udimorehallbooking@gmail.com 

Classes & Activities - UDIMORE 
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Brede WI  - January 
 

At our Christmas Meeting a good time was had by all!  
Members celebrated in the true Christmas Spirit with fun party 
games, music and even a little dancing! and then enjoyed an 
excellent Festive tea.  

We meet again in the New Year on Wednesday 11th January at 2.00.pm in Brede 
Village Hall.  
 

Our Speaker, Jordan Yates, will be informing us about, ‘ Fire Safety in and around 
the home’. 
The ACWW Competition: A Candle or Lantern      

Frances Parnham 
For information about Brede WI please contact  Beryl Jenkins T: 01424 883475 

 

 

 
 
 

On December 7th  we held our Christmas meeting at Rhiannon’s house . We 
were a small group  and spent a pleasant time with Christmas readings , a good talk 
together and a very welcome tea provided by members ..  
Rosemary Crouch .  
 

Our January meeting will be on Wednesday 4th at 1.30pm, It will be a branch 
meeting and  we will be focusing on Epiphany and the arrival of the kings. They 
gave gifts to a baby Jesus, we give gifts by donations to AFIA (away from it all) our 
caravans at Winchelsea and Selsea need paying for and refurbishment and also 
money helps support those who stay in the vans. and or our Conquest Hospital 
Adult Support (Toiletry bags for patients) Therefore if you attend anything we put on, 
please give generously, as it goes to very good causes 
Rhiannon Oliver - Branch Leader  

Brede Friendly Circle 
 

  We had a wonderful trip to Polhill & all did a bit of shopping. Our 
  Christmas  lunch was at the Broad Oak and then we met again on 
22nd December at our home for  coffee, mince pies  etc. A relaxing time just before 
Christmas.  

Our next meeting is also in our home on Wednesday 18th  January.  

Rhiannon Oliver 
New members are always welcome to join us  If you’d like to join please contact  

      Rhiannon on 01424 882037 or Carol on 01424 882363 

mailto:susantaber66@yahoo.co.uk
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A REMINDER! 
Udimore 2022 Platinum Jubilee  . 
 

A photobook of all the residents of Udimore 

The Udimore PCC have given me the task of trying to 
create a Unique time capsule of all the residents of 
Udimore as a way of marking the Platinum Jubilee 2022. 

I propose producing a time capsule book of all the residents of Udimore in 2022. 
To do this I would appreciate the community’s cooperation to allow me to come 
and take a picture of each resident outside their properties as a way to mark the 
historic achievement of her Majesty Elizabeth II reining over us all for the past 70 
years                                                                                                    

Nigel Andersen  
Please call me, Nigel Anderson to arrange a convenient time to have your     
picture taken T: 07767 688623 or email: nigelljanderson@gmail.com 

 

ST MARY’S UDIMORE NEEDS A NEW CHURCHWARDEN 

The churchwarden is a lay official in a Parish usually working as a 
part-time volunteer. Churchwardens have a duty to represent the 
laity & co-operate with the     incumbent. Churchwardens are legally 
responsible for all the property & movable goods belonging to a   
parish church, as well as organising the services together with a 
team. 
 

If you are interested in the role of Churchwarden at St Mary’s, please contact           
Fr Owen on 01424 822201 or rector@stgeorgesbrede.org.uk 

 

CHURCH FLOWERS - St Mary’s Church flower arranging team is 
happy to   welcome anyone, experienced or beginner, to join the 
regular church flower  arranging team. For more information please 
contact :Nadia Florence-Marshall on 01424 882948  

                                                                                                                                      

 

BREDE  VILLAGE HALL 
 

Planning an event - Looking for a venue? 
Our Village Hall is a bright, modern building with  

central heating, a large car park, a well fitted kitchen  
and disabled facilities. 

Monday – Friday 

Residents:          8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £9.00 per hour 
Non– Residents        8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £11.00 per hour 
 
Weekends    
Residents:                 8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £11.00 per hour 
Non– Residents:       8.00 am - 11.00 pm   £13.00 per hour 
 
 

Small Committee Room       £6.00 per hour  
 
Special rate for children’s parties  
Tues - Fri  4.00pm - 6.00p.m.   £9.00 per hour 

 

 
Village Hall Booking:  

Lesley Bannister: villagehall.brede@gmail.co. 
 

Vice Chair & hall caretaker Cherry McCleery  
Email vicechair@bredevillagehall.org.uk  

 
Bookings can also be made online  

http://www.brede-pc.org.uk  
 

Go into village hall screen and make provisional booking, this is then        
automatically emailed to me for verification, you can always go back onto 

the site later to see if you provisional booking in grey has changed to green 
which means it is then booked. An Invoice will be then sent to you for     

payment for your booking. Please supply a postal address. 
 

Classes & Activities - BREDE 
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mailto:rector@stgeorgesbrede.org.uk
mailto:vicechair@bredevillagehall.org.uk
http://www.brede-pc.org.uk/


 

 

ADULT BALLET: Thursday 11.00 – 12.30 
Aysha: studiojamie@icloud.com 
 

BREDE LUNCHEON CLUB: 4th Tuesday of the month 12.30 
Frances: 01424 882007 
 

CRAFTERS: last Wednesday of the month 2.00 
Lesley: 07764847234 
 

FARMERS MARKET: Friday 10.00 – 12.00 
 

JAZZ DANCE & STRETCH: Thursday 9.45 – 10.45 
Aysha: studiojamie@icloud.com 
 

NATIONAL TRUST: 3rd Thursday of the month 2.00 
Philip: 01424 883420 
 

PAINTING FOR PLEASURE: 1st, 2nd, 3rd Tuesday 9.30 – 12.30 (in the months 
that have 5 Tuesdays there will be an extra class) 
Ann Cootes   01424 882524  
 

PILATES: Every Thursday 6.30 – 7.30 
Geraldine: 07811141873 
 

SHORT MAT BOWLS: Every Friday 7.00pm – 9.00pm 
Sue McGavin 01424 883566 / Lynne Bramley 01424 882252 
 

VOCALITY: Every 1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday, 2.00 - 3.30pm (Term  Time) 

Nadia: 01424 8882948 nadia.florence@btinternet.com 
 

WI: 2nd Wednesday of the month 2.00 – 4.00 
Beryl:01424 883475 
 

YOGA: Tuesday 7.30 – 8.30pm 
Jodie: jpcreaser38@gmail.com 
 

YOGA: Wednesday 9.30 – 10.30am 
Jodie: jpcreaser38@gmail.com 
 

 
All classes in term time stop over half term & school holidays 

 

For further information contact: Lesley Bannister: 07764847234 
 

Or Just Turn Up!  
 

 

Classes & Activities - BREDE 
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What do you call a typo on a tombstone?  
A grave mistake 

  
  

1 0 6 6 
 

“A New Geography of the Norman Conquest” 
 

A talk given by well-known author, 
historian and translator 

            

Kathleen Tyson 
Author of Carmen Widonis 

 

        Saturday 11th February 2023 at 2pm 
        Udimore Village Hall TN31 6BB 

 

Tickets £10 includes tea and scrumptious cakes 
 

          Contact Liz Dean 01424 882206 to reserve a ticket 
Due to the popularity of the author  

advance booking advisable 
 

Proceeds to The Friends of St Mary’s Udimore,  
Maintaining our lovely Saxon/Norman church.    

Charity Number 292990  

mailto:studiojamie@icloud.com
mailto:studiojamie@icloud.com
mailto:jpcreaser38@gmail.com
mailto:jpcreaser38@gmail.com
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Something warm to bring in the New Year 
Celeriac & Ground Almond Soup - Serves: 4 
3oz butter 
1 large onion, peeled & chopped,  
2lb celeriac peeled & cubed 
4oz ground almonds 
1 ½ pints of chicken stock  
salt & pepper to taste, chopped parsley to garnish 

Melt the butter in a large pan, sauté the onions & celeriac until well softened. Add 
the chicken stock, almonds, seasoning & gently heat through. Take off the heat & 
put through a blender or liquidiser to purée to a smooth consistency. Serve hot with 
a sprinkling of chopped parsley. - Rosemary Crouch 

January in the Veg Plot 
Sowing Early Seeds -  I t  is possible to sow some early seeds in January.  
Everyth ing you sow now/or  buy from the garden centre as a plug plant wil l  
have to be grown under g lass unt i l  frost is  over .   I f  space is shor t,  i t 's best to 
wai t unt i l  later in the year.   That said, January is a good t ime to sow Chi l l i  
seeds because they need a long growing season in order  to fruit  wel l.  They 
need both heat & l ight to germinate; such as a heated propagator & then 
transferred under g lass. Once establ ished, some seedl ings should be OK in 
the greenhouse (but not a l l )  unless it  is very cold, when cover wi th a f leece.  
Sowing early can be a b it hit  & miss & only sow hardy or half hardy seeds 
with protect ion  
A heated propagator mat is good if  you want to get seedlings going ear ly.  
The average conservatory/greenhouse is too cold to germinate seeds & a 
heated aluminium mat is  ideal for star t ing off germination.  One of the main 
problems growing seedlings at th is t ime of year is not just the cold,  but also 
low l ight levels. This can cause seedl ings to be spindly & leggy. Often, l ight  
is from one side only & the seedl ings become leggy,  growing towards the 
single source of l ight.  
January is time to buy seed potatoes & later in the month start chitt ing the 
f irst earl ies. The best way to start chi tt ing potatoes is to place the potatoes 
on paper or in egg boxes in a cool  place & leave for the shoots to appear.  
Keep the potatoes in a cool  place out of direct sunlight,  too much warmth wil l  
make leggy shoots. Chit t ing takes about 6 weeks, by which t ime the shoots 
should be around 2.5cms long. Take care when handling & planting not to 
damage the shoots.   
Dealing Botrytis Grey Mold -  I f  you are over winter ing plants or star t ing off  
new seedlings in the greenhouse, mi ldew & mould can be a problem. To re-
duce the r isk of Botryt is, increase air f low. On mild days, venti late the green-
house by opening all  the doors & vents. Also, raise pots off the ground to a id 
air f low & to reduce frost damage.  At f irst s igns of  disease move the plant  
out of the greenhouse to prevent spread.   
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Battle Attack  
St Michael’s Hospice is offering the opportunity to make wonderful memories with family, 

friends and colleagues next year, at their muddy 5k obstacle course event, Battle Attack!  

Join the Hospice on Saturday 4th February at Wylands Farm for a chance to put your team 
work skills to the test. The Hospice are offering a new family saver ticket, as well as advance 
saver tickets for individuals, prices start at £15. Gift vouchers also available which make a 

great unique Christmas gift, or perfect for those who love a challenge! 

Don’t delay, book your tickets and snap up some vouchers at stmichaelshospice.com/

battleattack or find out more from the Fundraising team  

on 01424 456396 or email fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com 

 

Yellow Week  
Support St Michael’s Hospice by celebrating Yellow Week, Monday 20th – 
Friday 24

th
 February  2023, and help raise essential funds to support those 

living well with dying, death and loss. 
You could get involved in lots of different ways, whether it’s a yellow clothing, 
a yellow cake sale or a yellow cocktail/mocktail party, there’s plenty of ways 
for everyone to take part. Turn your passion or hobby into a fundraiser for the 
Hospice and raise awareness of the services the Hospice provides to the 
community of Hastings and Rother.  
If you are interested in taking part, please contact the Hospice Fundraising 
team for your Yellow Week Fundraising pack  

on fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com or call 01424 456396. 

 

Run the Hastings Half Marathon 
Run in aid of St Michael’s Hospice up and down the hills of Hastings and sur-
rounding areas at the Hastings Half Marathon 2023 on Sunday 26

th
 March. 

Runners will be supported with music and entertainment throughout the race 
and rewarded with a downhill second half towards the glorious seaside finish.  
If you have a passion for fitness or looking to gain some experience in mara-
thon running then this is the perfect opportunity. The Hospice would love you 
to join them and be part of their team, helping to raise vital funds. For more 
information and to register, visit www.Hastings-Half.co.uk 

 
For more information, or to request your Hospice running vest or t-shirt, call 
the Fundraising team  

on 01424 456396 or email fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com 

 
 

http://www.stmichaelshospice.com/battleattack
http://www.stmichaelshospice.com/battleattack
mailto:fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com
mailto:fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com
http://www.Hastings-Half.co.uk
mailto:fundraising@stmichaelshospice.com


 

 

18 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

  

 
 
 

 

All are welcome to our events. Walks start 10am and are 5 to 6 mls, £3 only. Talks start 

2pm at Brede Village Hall, entry including refreshments, £5 or £4 for members. Do come 

along, we are a friendly group! 
 

Tuesday 10 January: Meet at The Cock, Peasmarsh, for a 5¼  mile circular walk, main-

ly to the South of the village, returning for a carvery at the Cock. 
 

Thursday 19 January: Andrew Ashton:  ‘Statues’ 

Andrew will talk about Statues - from their allegorical and com-

memorative origins in the Ancient Civilisations; through to their 

political statements of power, privilege and flattery, as typified dur-

ing the Victorian era; and back to representations of human en-

deavour and emotion in modern times, such as the Statue of Liber-

ty or the Angel of The North 

 

Thursday 2 March:  

Theatre Trip: Steel Magnolias, Brighton 

The story is a heart-warming deeply moving comedy-

drama portraying the resilience of the bonds of woman-

hood and sisterhood in one small Louisiana town.  This 

iconic tale is the perfect ticket for every generation and 

proves that one hair appointment might just change your life.  

We will arrive in Brighton in time to enjoy a pre theatre lunch. Cost of theatre and coach 

is: £58 per person We only have 30 tickets and must confirm with the theatre by end 

January latest. So, book your ticket now!  

 

If you wish to join our association, or just come along, contact Membership Secre-

tary Dee Williams, 07760-115413, or Louise Hull, 07791-383323.  

                 

       John Wright 
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The Journey is Short  
An elderly woman got on a bus and sat down. At the next stop, a strong, grumpy 

young woman climbed up and sat down beside the old woman, hitting her with her 
numerous bags. When she saw that the elderly woman remained silent, the young 

woman asked her why she had not complained when she hit her with her bags? 
 

The elderly woman replied with a smile: "There is no need to be rude or discuss 
something so insignificant, as my trip next to you is so short,  

because I am going to get off at the next stop." 
This answer deserves to be written in gold letters: 

 "There is no need to discuss something so insignificant,  
because our journey together is too short." 

Each of us must understand that our time in this world is so short,  
that darkening it with useless arguments, jealousy, not forgiving others,  

discontentment and bad attitudes are a ridiculous waste of time and energy. 
 

Did someone break your heart? Stay calm. 
The trip is too short. 

Did someone betray you, intimidate, cheat or humiliate you? Relax - Don't be 
Stressed 

The trip is too short. 
Did someone insult you without reason? Stay calm. Ignore it. 

The trip is too short. 
Did a neighbour make a comment that you didn't like? Stay calm. Ignore him. Forgive 

that. 
The trip is too short. 

Whatever the problem someone has brought us, remember that our journey together 
is too short. 

No one knows the length of our trip. Nobody knows when it will arrive at its stop. 
Our trip together is too short. 

Let us appreciate friends and family.  
Let us be respectful, kind and forgiving. 

Because we will be filled with gratitude and joy, after all 
Our trip together is very short. 

Share your smile to everyone.... 
Our trip is Very Short! 

 

Author Unknown 

Editor’s view: As we go into 2023 and with all that is to come , perhaps it’s best to try and 
set a path and follow it…………. 
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Few driving along the Udimore road last August could have failed to notice the mini moun-
tain of yellow wood chips in a field next to the road. The chips were mainly from Norway 

spruce in Great Park wood. The Forestry Commission had or-
dered us to fell hundreds of spruce trees, then burn or chip them 
for bio-mass. Burning them was obviously out of the question.  
The villain in the piece was the eight-toothed spruce bark beetle 
(ips typographus). Widespread on mainland Europe, where it has 
devastated the timber industry, it is believed to have arrived in 
Kent & East Sussex two years ago. It could have been in imported 
wood or the insect could have been blown over from France. The 
Forestry Commission considers it to be a serious threat to the UK 
timber industry & owners of infected trees have to take statutory 
eradication action. 

 

The beetle first invades stressed or windblown trees, but it can move on to healthy trees.  
Milky drips down tree trunks are an early sign of infection.  The beetle tunnels into the bark 
of the tree to lay its eggs. Larvae feed on the inner wood layers thus weakening &  poten-
tially killing the tree. 
 

 We first heard of the Forestry Commission’s surveillance of our woodland when it asked 
permission to go into the woods in early August. Two days later came the telephone call 
from the Commission. “ I have bad news” said the official. I nervously asked who paid for 
the felling. “You do,” he said. Fortunately, there were grants available which softened the 
blow. We also had a woodland agent who within a few days organised the huge harvester 
machines which felled the trees & the machines to remove the timber to a pile where it was 
chipped. Sale of the chips earns less than 10 per cent of what we would have been paid if 
the timber could have been planked.  
 

Goodness knows what we would have done if we had had to scour the internet to find the 
specialist removal businesses. Time was tight – removal had to be done within 2 weeks of 
the notice. Failure to comply could result in a criminal charge.  The devastation made by the 
huge machines is horrible to witness – not that one is allowed to get too near for fear of 
falling trees. The huge harvesting machines chop the infected tree, swivel it horizontally & 
then chop it into large logs. Max & Tim demonstrated a skill they have honed over many 
years of felling. However, however hard the drivers tried to avoid the oaks, hornbeams, 
larch & other species collateral damage was inevitable. Huge wheels crushed the earth. For 
once we were grateful for dry conditions.  
 

One has to look to be optimistic. I know that letting more light into the woodland will lead to 
an explosion of wild flowers in the next few years as dormant corms spring into action.  We 
will allow natural regeneration in some areas but there is only so much silver birch that one 
can tolerate. So there will be re-stocking. What one plants however is the big question giv-
en climate change & disease.  
  

WE had lost many ash trees to die back and the sweet chestnut are also under attack.  

           Lisa Wood  Autumn 2022 
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We returned to 71 a little wetter and colder than we left it for an hour’s reprieve 
before heading off to Battle fire station to cover their ground into the early hours 
while they and Bohemia Road continued to fight the good fight against the trees, 
power lines and road conditions of the surrounding area. 
 

As much as the snow caused us a few  problems it was great to be out in it (our 
driver may disagree) and wonderful to see everyone out there with us helping 
where they could with pushing and digging, food and drink and strangely everyone 
still smiling as they did. The wonder of an unexpected, heavy snowfall. 
By the time you read this Christmas will be a distant memory 
and a new year well underway so….. 
…….all the best for the new year from all at Station 71. 
Firefighter Graeme Dinning  
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                                                A (snowy) View from Station 71 
 

   What better place to start than the trials and tribulations 
   brought to us by the barrage of arctic weather whose  
   effects lasted an entire week, albeit to a far lesser ex-
tent than that crazy Sunday in mid-December. I myself had just returned from Day 
4 of my Casualty Care Emergency First Aid course at Service Training Centre over 
in Maresfield, the flakes beginning to fall as I journeyed home, thinking “ah, it won’t 
settle this time will it?”. Once home there was little to suggest I was wrong as the 
snow had turned to rain and the prospect of heavy snowfall had all but evaporated. 
Fast forward one hour and the snowman was built and myself and my children 
were deep into added time in a snowball fight of epic proportions my son finally 
succumbing to some sustained heavy white, wet artillery. Then the bells went down 
and I knew we’d be in for a long night. 
 

Initially our call was for a fire alarm in Hastings which was soon changed to a stand 
by at Bohemia Road fire station as they had been called to a chimney fire in Rob-
ertsbridge, a journey that took them over 90 minutes to reach. We were experienc-
ing similar problems as we trundled off towards the A21 along Chitcombe Road 
after making the decision not to risk the potential chaos of Brede Hill, the snow 
already preventing one of our firefighters making it into the station from that partic-
ular direction. Avoiding one potential problem drove us directly into the arms of 
another as we came upon car after car struggling with the conditions. Out we 
jumped to assist those vehicles in trouble, mainly through pushing them until they 
got a good enough run to make it up the other side. This pattern repeated itself 
until we made it to the A21 only to discover it had become one long car park in the 
snow. But onwards we ploughed…….until we were redirected to a fire in Sta-
plecross! 
 

So once again we battled our way back towards whence we had come only to en-
counter more chaos, with more cars and an impassable route to our destination. 
With no time to assist the multitude of vehicular casualties this time we headed for 
a second arduous round with the heavyweight that is Chitcombe Road which had 
managed to produce more obstacles than before adding fallen trees and telephone 
and power lines into the already complex equation. But given we were now travel-
ling on blue lights speed was of the essence so trees were shoved, pulled and cut 
out our way while all the time the snow continued to fall. Luckily, procedure dic-
tates, an officer in a 4x4 was mobilized to the aforementioned fire and arriving 
there first he was able to deal with the situation, or assess the lack of a situation as 
there was no fire to be found. We were therefore spared the challenge of making it 
along the ups and downs of Northiam Road and, as we discovered the next day, 
the hordes of abandoned vehicles that lay in our path.  
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The Seaview Project 

It was a book that had a profound effect on me to seek a cause that had moved 
me so much.  After tentative enquiries I found The Seaview Project based in St 
Leonards, just north of Warrior Square Station.  It is a dop in centre for homeless 
and vulnerable adults.  It’s open from 10 – 4pm and serves hot lunches, tea, cof-
fee toast etc.  The project has been going some 27 years or more which means 
they have helped hundreds of people.  The other services they provide are wash-
ing and drying machines, showers and free clothes.   They have access to all 
Council facilities to help finding homes to problems with landlords.  St John’s am-
bulance calls each week, and they administered Covid jabs during the pandemic.   
On Wednesday afternoon they have a dedicated “women’s hour or two” where 
they use art or crafts to share with like-minded women who use the service.  It has 
a huge “Family” feel which is down to the incredible staff.  There is a choir, of 
course, what better way to improve your wellbeing than to sing in a group.  It took 
me sometime to start helping at Seaview, as Covid interrupted the process.  Dur-
ing that time the chef at Seaview, Lynton cooked meals that were delivered to the 
service users, and still today those who cannot get to Seaview have a meal deliv-
ered to them.  They also have an “outreach” group who go out at 5am to check on 
rough sleepers.  I joined Seaview on their Aware 4 Action committee whose job is 
to raise awareness and help in fund raising events.  Like most charities supported 
by Government Grants they have to match fund.  I wanted to be more “hands on” 
and each Friday morning you’ll find me making the tea/coffee and lots of toast.  
The service users pay for the service and Friday is roast dinner day which means I 
have quite a busy shift.  I love it though and after a year of coffee bar duties I am 
getting to grips with everyone’s name, not something I am good at.  They too are 
remembering mine, though I do sometimes remember to wear a badge.  One of 
the service users, whom I had not seen for some weeks, threw her arms around 
me as she had missed me.  It’s those moments you realise your contribution, 
though very small, is helping in some way.  If you would like to find out more as I 
am sure I haven’t covered everything they do, they have a website 
www.seaviewproject.co.uk 
The Seaview Project is always grateful for donations of clothes mainly men’s cas-
ual wear.  Jogging trousers and tops.  Anything warm and woolly is welcome and 
good quality towels get used a lot.  Thank you for reading this 

 Nadia Florence Marshall 
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Jim’s Jottings…… 
 

ALL WE LIKE SHEEP –  REALLY?  It can be hard to adjust to the present……… 
“I don’t know what’s h-a- a-a-a-a-a-ppening. bleated Manra, She settled near her friend to 
chew the cud. “We’ve had so ma-a-a-a-a-any changes lately.   
“Exa-a-a-a-a-a-ctly”, bleated her friend Probata. 
Now because Manra was a young ewe, she often wanted to appear knowing more than she 
really did. She spent quite a lot of time eavesdropping on those sheep who spent much of 
their time simply complaining. Manra often took their grumbles to be true, only to find later 
that very little of it wasn’t.   ” One shepherd where there were more. And a wom- a-a-a-a-n 
as w-e-e-e-e-ll,” she said. “Things ha-a-a-a-ve changed so much.” 
“I know.  She’s doesn’t seem to be at home very much either,” said her friend Probata.  I 
went and ta-a-a-a-ped on the door of the Shepherd’s Hu-u-u-u-t l-a-a-a-a-ast Monday, but no 
a-a-a-a-nswer.  She’s meant to be our sh-e-e-e-e-perd.  Whe-e-e-e-e-re is she?” 
Ovis, one of the oldest ewes in the flock came over to them.  “A-a-a-a-re you two bleating 
about the she-e-e-e-pherd? Heavens, she’s been here months now! Catch up!””. 
 “We e e e ll, “said P There are other ways of contacting her, you know robata “We were just 
saying she doesn’t seem to be in the Shepherd’s H-u-u-u-u-t when ewe w-a-a-a-a-nt her.” 
“Of course not, you ninnies,” Ovis bleated. “. T-e-e-e-e-e-ll me.  How m-a-a-a-a-ny flocks did 
she-e-e-e-e-pherds before her ha-a-a-a-ave?  A shepherd’s life is much busier now - there 
are other ways to contact her.” 
“Was it two?” asked Manra. “At least tha-a-a-a-ats what think I heard.” This was something 
else Manra had overheard from what Ovis knew was a very unreliable source.  
“Sheep used to sheared by ha-a-a-a-nd at one time,” said Probata, who was still in the past. 
“”Of course,” said Ovis. ”But things have progressed since then. You’re both a-a-a-a-a-dult 
sheep now.  Or rather are meant to be.”  She looked at them hard. “You two need to grow 
up,” she snapped, “and gra-a-a-asp what’s going on now.”  She swallowed a mouthful of cud 
angrily 
Well, didn’t the l-a-a-a-st shepherd ha-a-a-a-a-ve two flocks?” asked Manra, “At least it 
seemed tha-a-a-a-a-at way.”  
“Nearly right, “said Ovis more patiently, “To be historically correct,” she coughed, “four flocks 
were once run as two pairs on four farms. But because of money problems, we all have to 
share one shepherd.  
Suddenly a puttering noise that grew louder and louder made the ewes start to run to the 
main flock for protection.  But then the  three stopped to look. It was the shepherd on a Quad 
Bike towing a little trailer.  Beside her sat Teddy her sheepdog.  But what roused their inter-
est more was the smell of sheep pellets in the trailer. 
Ovis looked at the Quad Bike.  “That’s new,” she said.  “But oh goody.  She’s come to put 
pellets in the troughs. Oh I love those – such a lovely flavour!”  
“That racket drives me nuts,” quipped Probata.  “I like my peace…..to safely graze,” - and 
she started to sing’….and he shall feed his flock like a shepherd…’. That’s not shepherding, 
gallivanting around on that thing.  That’s why she’s never at home.” 
“Well, we get our pellets on time now,” said Ovis.  “You won’t be grumbling about that, I 
know!  That Quad Bike helps her do her job.” 
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“Four?” spluttered Manra, who was still catching up with things.   
“Well, the plain fact is,” said Ovis, “the proprietors can’t afford four shepherds. With the right 
tools and equipment, the job can be done by one. A lot of things are out of our control com-
pletely.  Ah, here comes Teddy. Hello, Teddy.” 
Teddy the collie dog came running up to them.” Morning, girls,” he wuffed. “It’s alright, I’m not 
rounding you up this morning.   I just came for the ride.  You look a bit baffled.” 
“Manra’s worried about one shepherd for four flocks,” said Probata. 
“Nothing to worry about,” Teddy wuffed.  “Common sense, really. You can talk about the past. 
And it can be a good tool.  You can  remember where your Hefts are in the summer, where 
you go to graze?  Why?  Because from when you were very little lambs, your mothers led you 
there year after year.  Your memories of them gradually developed.  So now, you pass his on 
to your own lambs.  Memories can help with taking on new responsibilities.”  
But Probata wasn’t listening. “I can still remember the faces of one or two of the rams.  Sends 
a shiver down my back now.” 
“So we notice,” said Ovis. “Even now, it’s a job to get you moving when they come near you.   
Anyway, we are here to help our shepherd, not stand here criticising things, simply because 
we don’t understand what’s had to happen.  Simply complaining shows you don’t.”  Ovis was 
quite cross.  The other ewes could see it. 
” Our task” she continued, “is to try and understand and help in practical ways like volunteer-
ing to do things.  If the shepherd’s not in her  Hut, don’t complain.  Send her a Bleatmail or a 
Hext.  And you, Manra, weren’t you on the interview panel? Sheep are meant to be intelligent.  
What Teddy’s saying is right. We can’t treat our shepherd as I heard you did that day! Some-
one once wrote: ‘Don’t look back. You’re not going that way.’ 
“Yes. You’re right,” said Probata, “We can’t change some things, but we can help our new 
shepherd manage  – after all, we sheep are meant to be quite bright.”  
 

“That’s right,” wuffed Teddy. “It’s about getting to grips with things and working for the good of 
the whole flock, not just yourselves   Now are you going to get some of those sheep pellets? 
The others are moving up to the troughs quite quickly.  If you three don’t move now, you 
won’t get any.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you were wondering…… 
Probata, Manra and Ovis are all Greek or Latin words for sheep. 
A Heft is a high mountain pasture where sheep in Wales are taken to graze in the summer. 
And as we send a text, sheep send a Hext. They also use Bleatmail.   

         

Sheep are quite clever, you know……….. 

                      Jim Hobbs 


